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Column: Still life of happiness 
10/09/2018, by Thijs Kolster 
 
The day has only just begun, a day when children from the American school paint, play, 
swim, and eat with ‘our’ children from Centre Social Kariat – disabled children from a poor 
neighbourhood in Sale. Inclusion instead of exclusion. 
It is very busy in front of the four large canvases on the walls of the auditorium. Armed 
with brushes, children walk back and forth between the tables with paints, and the ever 
more colourful cloth. It’s a happy chaos: kids in wheelchairs, kids with slight to severe 
disabilities and kids with Down syndrome, the high school students among them. Side-by-
side – without contact – at first. Then, slowly, connections are made. 
A mum pushes her child in a wheelchair towards a canvas. He’s barely able to hold the 
brush, so she lovingly helps him to draw some lines. A high school girl comes over with a 
plate full of paint and crouches down beside him. Without hesitation, she takes the brush 
from his mum, clasps his hand and dips the brush into the paint. Two hands shuffle across 
the canvas. Every brush stroke puts a smile on the two faces. They couldn’t care less about 
what they are painting. 
Slowly, the creative storm moves on. Most children lay down their brushes and head 
outside to the playground. But two are left in front of a canvas: Hassan and a high school 
girl who’s a head taller than him. Hassan is a boy with Down syndrome. Always happy, 
always smiling, always radiating warmth. He has put his arm around the girl and she has 
put hers around him. Lovingly, without any pretension, protective and together. Together, 
they move their brush around the canvas. Thoughtlessly. Being together is what counts. I 
look at their backs and their embrace: a still life of happiness. 
It’s the image of the day; two young people who trust each other, allow proximity and 
ignore the differences between them. Captured in a photograph. 


